
Dental and Oral Conditions Fact Sheet

Several factors are considered when evaluating Veterans’ claims for VA disability compensation benefits.  Once service connection is established for disability compensation benefits, Veterans may apply for an increased evaluation if they believe the disability has worsened in severity.

In order to assist with the processing of a Veteran’s claim for increase, the following information is provided to assist you in documenting the disability’s current level of severity for evaluation purposes.  Medical documentation should provide the following information for dental and/or oral conditions: 
1) Describe Medical History (Subjective Complaints):

· Date of onset of symptoms.

· Describe symptoms

2) Physical Examination (Objective Findings-Address each of the following and fully describe current findings): 
· Describe extent of functional impairment due to loss of motion and masticatory function loss.
· Describe the extent and number of missing teeth and whether the masticatory surface can be replaced by prosthesis.
· If limitation of inter-incisal range of motion, provide actual range in mm (i.e., 0-Xmm) and also provide lateral excursion (i.e., 0-Xmm).
· Describe the extent of any bone loss of mandible, and maxilla, or hard palate (i.e., loss of less than half, loss of half or more, etc).  Also, for hard palate and maxilla bone loss, state whether replaceable by prosthesis.
3) Diagnostic and Clinic Tests

· X-ray to determine extent of bone tissue loss.  
· Include results of all diagnostic and clinical tests conducted in the examination report.
4) Diagnosis

· Give etiology where there is loss of teeth due to loss of substance of body of maxilla or mandible.  
